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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text44: The main dining hall does not, nor does it serve soft drinks or juices in bottles.  The much smaller coffee shop does sell bottled water and there are also several water coolers around campus.
	Text45: Yes.  The "Marlboro College Victory Garden" is a student-run organic enterprise now in its seventh year. As well as the site of the Victory Garden, there are many fruit trees on campus and a local farmer collects sap from campus trees to produce maple syrup.  
	Text46: Yes.  We offer degrees in Environmental Studies. All of our degree fields may be modified to reflect more accurately the work the student has done.  Current and recent examples with an environmental slant include PHILOSOPHY/Environmental ethics and bioethics, BIOLOGY/Ecology and BIOLOGY/Sustainable Agriculture.  Many other students have a significant environmental component to their work without it being explicitly mentioned in their degree title, for example a current student in ECONOMICS and PHILOSOPHY is examining issues of resource management and land preservation. The Graduate Center offers an MBA in Managing for Sustainability.
	Text47: As a liberal arts college we do not offer courses in engineering. However, students design their own curriculum within the constraints of faculty expertise and a number of students pursue work in issues of sustainability, including sustainable technologies. Alec Koumjian '10 is working in wind energy within Computer Science and Physics, supported by an internship in renewable energy technology. We teach a course on Marlboro's environmental impact that looks at energy consumption, etc.
	Text48: Yes. Ungerdraduate: http://www.marlboro.edu/academics/study/environmental_studies/.  Graduate (MBA in Mangaing for Sustainability): http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/courses.
	Text49: Jenny Ramstetter is regarded for her knowledge of Vermont's endangered species. William Edelglass is co-editor of the journal "Environmental Philosophy" and of the book "Faces of Nature: Levinasian Ethics and Environmental Philosophy". The MBA faculty features many faculty leaders in sustainability including Ralph Meima (Program Director) who has written widely on environmental management and policy, Barbara Charkey, working on college campus sustainability, John Ehrenfeld, author of Sustainability by Design, and Bill Baue, Pat Davidson, Tom Grasso, John Fabel, Dave Timmons, Beverly Winterscheid,.. see http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/faculty for details.
	Text50: A flagship course at the Graduate Center is the MBA in Managing for Sustainability. http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/
	Text51: There are no specified core requirements for undergraduate students at Marlboro in any field. 
	Text52: 100
	Text53: Marlboro does not have academic departments, but divides the curriculum into four areas: Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Natural Sciences.  Each offers environment-related classes.
	Text54: There is no formal purchasing policy in place beyond acting in accordance with our environmental mission statement (see 8.1).  To help and encourage those with purchasing power to make environmentally aware choices, in the last year there have been two seminars on the practicalities of purchasing in a sustainable way. 
	Text55: 75
	Text56: Yes.  All paper is Forest Stewardship Council or Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified. Furthermore, agreements with outside printing contractors require 100% post-consumer recycled content and use of soy/vegetable inks whenever available. (for college stationery, business cards, print publications, etc.)
	Text57: Yes.  Since January 2009 all of our computer purchases have been (and will continue to be) EPEAT certified.  PC Desktops are EPEAT gold (energy star 5) and PC laptops are EPEAT silver (energy star 5).  All Apple purchases are EPEAT gold (energy star 5).
	Text58: As a small institution with a small purchasing budget, we do not have packaging agreements. This gives us the flexibility to shop responsibly on a case by case basis.
	Text59: Yes. For example, LCD monitors have phased out CRTs and now LED-backlit monitors, processors with high thermal efficiency and, in the near future, solid-state storage media are being introduced.  We now have six digital imagers that use less resources and energy than ink jet printers and two have a scan-to-pdf function to reduce printing.
	Text60: Yes.  There is a free bus service throughout the day between our undergraduate campus (which is in an isolated rural area) and the nearest town.  The weekday daytime services are provided by a private non-profit organization supported by public funds and evening, weekend and other supplementary runs are provided by the college. The undergraduate campus is small enough to walk everywhere comfortably; no around-campus service is required. The Graduate Center is located downtown and within walking distance of most amenities needed.
	Text61: Bicycles are available to all community members to borrow for no fee.  The same is true of cross-country skis and snowshoes which are a more practical choice for a large portion of the academic year.  We maintain a trail system so that students, staff and faculty in the area can ride, walk or ski to school.Cars are not allowed to park on the main campus.  Resident students may have cars but they often sit unused for weeks at a time.
	Text62: 70% of students live on campus and the distance from their bed to their classroom is less than the distance from the parking lot to the classroom.  The majority of the rest of students and many staff and faculty live on the bus route described in 6.1 and this service is well used.
	Text63: 15
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	Text66: Several ride bicycles or cross-country ski as appropriate.
	Text67: 10
	Text68: This figure is not known with any certainty and represents my best guess from looking at how the recycling and composting systems are currently functioning. 
	Text69: Yes.
	Text70: Yes.
	Text71: Yes and yes. This is a student-led community effort to reduce the waste stream from the Dining Hall and provide compost for the organic farm. All community members participate in Dining Hall Duty, which includes taking out compost, once a semester.  The Graduate Center also composts in-house waste and at larger events partners with a restaurant to use their commercial composting contract.
	Text72: We are committed to waste reduction but no goals have yet been set.  An environmental impact analysis will be completed as part of an academic class in December 2010.  From the benchmarks this gives us we hope to then set goals for waste-reduction (and many other areas). 
	Text73: An organic grassroots approach has had some success for us.  Students regularly organize "clothing swaps" with unwanted items donated afterwards.  Intermittently, dorms combine to donate clothing and other goods at the end of the semester.
	Text74: We have an environmental mission statement, adopted in 2006: Marlboro College, in advancing its mission, acknowledges and celebrates the inherent connections between the educational work we do and the places where we do that work-on campus and in our local and global communities.  Recognizing its role and responsibility as an environmental leader, Marlboro College commits to limiting its environmental footprint by using energy efficiently and resources wisely.  We, its resident and affiliate members, shall foster among ourselves a sense of stewardship for the natural resources on which we depend and educate ourselves and others about the opportunities and obligations we share as citizens of a sustainable world.
	Text75: There are two committees charged with this and similar work.  The Environmental Advisory Committee to the President is concerned with long-range planning and education; the Environmental Quality Committee implements and manages day-to-day initiatives and practices.  Other people and groups are involved with parts too.  For example, the Farm Committee manages the compost heaps.
	Text76: An environmental sustainability analysis will be completed in December 2010.  This will include analyses of greenhouse gas emissions.  At this point we intend to take stock and set goals.  However, the college has a long history of being environmentally responsible and generally frugal. We have made and continue to make efforts to reduce emissions.
	Text77: This will be completed in December 2010.
	Text78: The data required to answer this question fully will be compiled as part of the environmental sustainability analysis to be performed in Fall 2010.
	Text79: Yes.  The information is contained in materials prepared for each meeting of the board of trustees.  It is discussed at open board meetings attended by faculty and student representatives.
	Text80: There is not a separate committee that considers these issues (see 9.3 below).
	Text81: There is an ongoing conversation at the board level on socially responsible investing.  Our board investment committee discusses environmental and social factors when making investment decisions.  Student and faculty representatives to the board participate in these conversations.
	Text82: Chrissy Raudonis '11 is currently on an internship on a sustainable farm in Argentina.  Several students over the last five years have participated in ecovillage study-abroad programs, most commonly those run by Living Routes.  Kenny Card '10 did his advanced work in sustainable architecture and designed a greenhouse for the farm; he is currently raising funds and collecting materials and we hope to build it this year.  Nicole Hade MBA '10 was honored by the sixth Women of Innovation awards program - which recognizes women in the workforce who are innovators, role models and leaders in the technology, science and engineering fields - for her pioneering work in sustainability initiatives at Hamilton Sundstrand.  Elham Shahidi '01 co-founded a permaculture farm in Mexico: www.finca3mundos.org.
	Text83: Drew Tanabe '11 attended the UN Climate Negotitations in Copenhagen as a representative of SustainUS: Youth for Sustainable Development. 
	Text84: Yes.  The main undergraduate campus consists of approximately 330 acres. Of the 330 acres, 65 are developed. The undeveloped portions of the campus are comprised of two categories. 130 acres are enrolled in the State of Vermont Forest Management program and have conservation easements on them. These areas are maintained for forest health, timber yield and managed by a forester. The remaining 135 undeveloped acres are not in a management program.
	Text85: We purchase nontoxic cleaning supplies, refillable nontoxic whiteboard markers and so on.  It's not "mandated policy," it's just what we do.
	Text86: The MBA program includes "Nature as Mentor" activities throughout the program. Each July our Friday night sustainability "speaker" is a Nature as Mentor experiential activity for faculty and students.  The General Biology Lab studies a local pond and maps local vernal pools. The Outdoor Program provides equipment and expertise for hiking, camping, rock climbing, ice climbing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, canoeing, kayaking and whitewater rafting. On winter and spring breaks there are typically several trips scheduled for outdoor recreation and service-learning opportunities. New students all participate in a fully-funded orientation experience, many of which include outdoor activities.
	Text87: We performed a thermal envelope audit of all 44 campus buildings and remedial work is underway (two buildings complete; six more scheduled).  We commissioned and received reports into three alternative energy generation sources: solar photovoltaic, solar hot water and small-scale biomass.  Along with an earlier wind turbine feasibility study, we are evaluating these and compiling an internal report on recommended next steps to be completed in May 2010.  
	Text88: We are currently in the process of developing an environmental stewardship program that will involve more of the campus community in everyday environmental efforts like recycling, composting, gardening and conserving energy. Each year , in collaboration with the Hulbert Outdoor Center, we send 4-5 students up to Ouje Bougoumou (meaning "The Place Where People Gather") village to learn about Cree life both past and present. There is a chance to learn about the history of this village, the people, and their fight to preserve their culture and see the impact of US energy consumption on the landscape because of Hydro _Quebec. Their website is: www.ouje.caThe next building to be built will be 90% constructed with locally harvested wood from the college land or recycled materials obtained within 15 miles of campus.The Graduate School just made a decision to remove our water cooler.  We have added a Brita water filter to our tap and are using tap water for drinking instead.


